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Abstract The three positions and nine indicators span the entire body. Pulse fluctuations reflect the dynamics
of qi and blood. In clinical practice,the string pulse is especially common,and it may present as a primary
pulse or accompany other pulse,each associated with different underlying mechanisms. Drawing from clinical
experience, the author summarizes the tactile sensations of the string pulse, clarifies its physiological and
pathological characteristics, and provides a detailed differentiation of the string pulse at the three positions
as well as its related compound pulses. The main and accompanying symptoms,along with external treatments,
are presented one by one. Furthermore, upon reexamination, it becomes evident that the main manifestations
of the string pulse may not always correspond to the liver and gallbladder, the underlying mechanism may

not always involve (i stagnation,a rapid string pulse

may not always indicate heat, a slow string pulse
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pulse may not always signify phlegm retention. Flexi-
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